QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
usually troubled with his asthma and cough. . . Yesterday the news arrived of the death of the Duchess of Berwick at Pezenas in Languedoc, having been advised to go there by the doctors for the benefit of the air."
"Life of           "The Duke's grief endured to the end of his days.    He had the
Duke of ^      heart of his beloved wife placed in a silver box, and kept it ever near "........'       him."
RlZZJNI  TO   THE   DUKE   OF   MODENA.
" 19 February 1698.
" Mylord Portland is making every effort to obtain the removal of their Majesties from St. Germains, and the sad thing is that if he cannot succeed in sending them away, he will not consent to the payment of the Queen's ^50,000, although it has been granted by act of Parliament. . .
This goes against the public faith of the treaty, it being notorious to all the world that an authentic act of Orange's promise was passed. ... If he is the first to repudiate such solemn engagements, the Most Christian King may hold himself dispensed from observing his promise not to disturb him in his usurped possession of the English crown."
"27 February.
"The King of France has resisted with heroic firmness Portland's renewed instances for the removal of their Majesties, preferring to expose himself to the necessity of renewing hostilities, (although against his wish) rather than submit to such a demand. The answer was given in peaceable terms; but with the most valid reasons, and in a manner to prevent the resumption of the subject. Portland threatens in consequence to defraud the Queen. . ."
" 12 March 1698.
"Portland has made his public entry ... He had about a hundred livery-men in finest blue cloth trimmed with handsome silk galloon, but little gold. There were twelve mounted pages with waistcoats of rich cloth of gold ; more than fifty footmen, and twelve splendidly mounted grooms, each with a led horse.
The carriages were not admired ; the two first, made in Paris, were second or even third rate. Two made in London were very costly, but not to the French taste . . .
The Embassy will soon be at an end, Portland meaning to leave immediately after Easter. It is to be hoped he will have failed ink, the Queen impetuously cried, says the Duke of Berwick
